OUTBREAK  OF THE CIVIL WAR
to the King, expressing a devoted loyalty and the
hope that without delay some expedient might be
found to remove all misunderstandings between his
Majesty and the Parliament.    Charles made a suitable
reply,   begging   them  to   make  representations   to
Westminster themselves.   At the same time he sent
another message to the Commons, assuring them for
the hundredth time of his benevolent intentions.    Of
this no notice was taken.    Within a few days, however,
the    exchange    of   futilities    had    been    resumed.
Parliament suspected that the King was designing an
attempt on the magazines at Hull.    They told him
that they proposed to remove the ammunition to
London whence it could be more easily applied to
service in Ireland.    Charles replied that they had his
permission to do nothing of the sort.   They retorted
that they could pay no further attention to his wishes
in his absence, and that any commissioners that he
might send would not be received.    He replied again
that he had great respect for their august assembly,
but that he had not yet taken leave of his senses, and
he did not understand that he had yet been deposed
from the throne.    He reminded them that they had
been called to Westminster for the purpose of giving
him counsel and not to act as the jailors of his will,
and that he was not in the least intimidated by the
circumstance   that   in   their   petition   about   the
armaments at Hull they had chosen rather to menace
than to advise him.    In this contest of ready wit
Charles gave at least as good as he got.
Ready wit, however, had by this time lost its edge.
The hour of action had arrived. The King noted it.
On April 23rd, a day so variously memorable in
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